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Muhammad's Observation of the 632 Solar Eclipse o o
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We show that the Muslims of HMedina observed the
-solar eclipse of Jan. 22, 632 A.D. based on b} & '
numerpus descriptions im the Hadith, where this ~ﬂb’“‘w .
event had previocusly been assigned dates ranging
from June, 631 to November 632. The descriptions 4 ¢ 2

are clearly consistent with terrestrial rotation d(} U’J}’dﬂfpﬁy.uu ¥
curve of Stephenson and Morrison (1984, Phil.
Trans. R. Soc. Lond. A 313, 47). The avent
provides the only known useful cbservation in the ?7 [0 ., .
“gap" in the data between 200 A. D. and 700 A.D. .Lf]’ ’o’w)’)bf% U’Jb:’“’u r(
Conversion of the hadithic reports into a useful

data point is a demonstration of the value of a oou/u/ v
perscnal knowledge of a culture in interpreting -w Y K/L’y_f
Ernnqmical references in nonagtrgnow/ o e

literature.
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